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hood, so long as they remain religious, performing all
proper rites, so long as they extend the rightful pro-
tection, defence and support to the holy ones, the Vriji
may be expected not to decline, but to prosper.5? 4

Then the Blessed One addressed Varshakara and
said : " When I staid, O Brahman, at Vaishali, I taught
the Vriji these conditions of welfare, that so long as
they should remain well instructed, so long as they will
continue in the right path, so long as they should live
up to the precepts of righteousness, we could expect
them not to decline, but to prosper."                        5

As soon as the king's messenger had gone, the
Blessed One had the brethren, that were in the neigh-
borhood of Rajagriha, assembled in the service-hall,
and addressed them, saying :                                      (}

"I will teach you, O bhikshus, the conditions of
the welfare of a community. Listen well, and 1 will
speak.                                                                      7

" So long, O bhikshus, as the brethren hold full
and frequent assemblies, meeting in concord, rising in
concord, and attending in concord to the affairs of
the Sangha, so long as they, O brethren, do not abro-
gate that which experience has proved to be good, and
introduce nothing except such things as have been
carefully tested, so long as their elders practise jus-
tice, so long as the brethren esteem, revere, and sup-
port their elders, and hearken unto their words, so long
as the brethren are not under the influence of craving,
but delight .in the blessings of religion, so that good
and holy men shall come to them and dwell among
them in quiet, so long as the brethren shall not be ad-
dicted to sloth and idleness, so long as the brethren
shall exercise themselves in the sevenfold higher wis-
dom of mental activity, search after truth, energy, joy,